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Press Release 
81st Foundation Day of CSIR 

 
The 81st foundation day of CSIR, was celebrated with great enthusiasm on 26 September 2022 and 

28 September 2022, at the CSIR Campus in Taramani, Chennai by CSIR-Structural Engineering 

Research Centre (CSIR-SERC) and CSIR Madras Complex (CMC).  

 

Open Day was observed on the occasion of the 81st Foundation Day celebrations of CSIR, on 26 

September 2022, at CSIR Campus, Taramani, Chennai, by CSIR-Structural Engineering Research 

Centre (CSIR-SERC) and CSIR Madras Complex comprising the regional units of CSIR-CECRI, 

CSIR-CEERI, CSIR-CSIO, CSIR-NEERI and CSIR-NML.  

 

All laboratories in the CSIR Campus were kept open for the general public between 9:30 am and 3 

pm. Elaborate arrangements were made to receive the visitors. Technologies, products and state-

of-the-art facilities were showcased and demonstrated for the benefit of the visitors. Around 6500 

visitors including school and college students, teachers, professionals from the industry, 

entrepreneurs and general public from Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka, visited the 

CSIR campus and the Tower Testing & Research Station (TTRS) campus of CSIR-SERC with 

great enthusiasm. They had first-hand glimpse of multifarious and multi-discipline R&D 

programmes currently going on in the laboratories and the technologies developed. The visitors 

showed keen interest and passionately interacted with the scientific staff.    

 

The foundation day function was held on 28 September 2022 at 2 PM and was presided over by 

Dr. N. Anandavalli, Director, CSIR-SERC and Coordinating Director, CMC. Shri U.K. 

Bhattacharya, Director (Projects), National Thermal Power Corporation (NTPC) Pvt. Ltd., New 

Delhi was the chief guest of the function. In her foundation day address, Dr. Anandavalli, in brief 

talked about the genesis, history and transformation of CSIR in the eight decades of its existence. 

She also highlighted the contributions and significant achievements of CSIR and its pivotal role in 

nation building and in shaping the growth of science and technology in the country, since its 

inception on 26 September 1942. She said that CSIR has placed itself as a contemporary R&D 

organization with a pan India presence covering wide spectrum of scientific and industrial research. 

Paying tributes to the dynamic leadership of CSIR since its genesis, she pointed out that in the last 

two decades CSIR has emerged as a leader in new technologies. Dr. Anandavalli also highlighted 

the achievements and contributions of CSIR-SERC and CSIR-CMC for nation building in the last 

year and called upon the scientists and staff members of the campus for rededicating themselves 

for a promising future. 

 

Dr. B.H. Bharatkumar, Chief Scientist & Advisor (M), CSIR-SERC, introduced the chief guest to 

the audience. Shri Bhattacharya delivered CSIR Foundation Day Address and in his address, he 

described CSIR as a temple of knowledge covering almost all areas of science & technology, and 

lauded the efforts and contributions of CSIR in fundamental and applied research in the country. 
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Emphasizing on the importance of knowledge in the times to come, he said that CSIR has a greater 

and active role to play in meeting the needs of the nation. He greatly appreciated the collaborations 

of CSIR-SERC and NTPC in the past and present and lauded the expertise and the active role 

played by CSIR-SERC in reviving the NTPC’s Tapovan project. He credited CSIR-SERC for its 

continuous and active role in assessing the structures and extending the life of power stations in 

India. Referring to the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed by CSIR-SERC and NTPC 

today, Shri Bhattacharya said that CSIR-SERC is an important knowledge partner to NPTC and 

that he looks forward for all possible collaborations in future including collaboration on modular 

houses by CSIR-SERC. He also said that collaboration of CSIR-SERC and NTPC on specific areas 

can be a force in international level.  

 

Every year, during the foundation day function, Dr. M. Ramaiah Prize is presented for the best 

technical papers published by the scientists of CSIR-SERC. For the year 2021-2022, two papers 

was selected by the Committee as best papers and two papers was chosen for certificate of merit. 

The Director congratulated all the authors of the papers selected. The selected papers are as follows: 

 

Best technical papers: 

• Detection and quantification of damage in bridges using a hybrid algorithm with spatial 

filters under environmental and operational variability, published in Structures, authored 

by K. Lakshmi 

• Nanoengineered smart cement composite for electrical impedance-based monitoring of 

corrosion progression in structures, published in Cement and Concrete Composites, 

authored by Rajani Kant Rao, and Saptarshi Sasmal 

 

Certificate of merit papers: 

• Structural Performance Characteristics based Seismic Damage Gradation Schema for 

Single Storey URBM Buildings in India with a Rigid Diaphragm, published in 

International Journal of Architectural Heritage, authored by S.R. Balasubramanian, 

K. Balaji Rao, R. Goswami and A. Meher Prasad 

• Breathing crack damage diagnostic strategy using improved MFCC features, published in 

Journal of Intelligent Material Systems and Structures, authored by J. Prawin 

  

As a part of the function, Director, CSIR-SERC and Coordinating Director, CMC along with the 

Chiesf Guest, honoured the employees of CSIR-SERC and CMC, who have superannuated during 

the past two years. The employees who have completed 25 years of service in CSIR were also 

felicitated. Cash and studentship awards were also presented to the wards of the employees of 

CSIR-SERC and CMC for their meritorious educational achievements. A brief report on open day 

was presented by Dr. M. Thirunavukkarasu, Chairman, Common Core Committee. Dr. C 

Kumaravelu, Chairman, Open Day Committee, CSIR-CMC proposed vote of thanks at the end of 

the function. 

 

Every year, as a part of CSIR foundation day celebrations, an inter-school quiz programme, Eureka, 

and CSIR open day science competitions for the wards of employees of CSIR-SERC and CMC are 

organized. This year, Eureka 2022 was organized on 15 September 2022 at the CSIR Campus that 

turned out to be a humongous success. Forty nine schools from in and around Chennai and 

Pondicherry participated in the event. CSIR open day science competition was held on 21 August 

2022 at the CSIR campus and more than 100 students participated. Prizes were distributed for the 

winners of the competitions on 28 September 2022, during the foundation day function 

 



 

 

 



 

 




